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Abstract

Fertility rates have declined substantially in many countries. This study
examines whether expanding access to childcare services can increase fertil-
ity intentions and thereby influence fertility behavior. We develop a collective
household model with non-separable preferences over private consumption
and family size, in which intrahousehold bargaining power shapes fertility
choices. The model predicts that childcare expansion raises fertility inten-
tions only when wives possess sufficiently strong bargaining power within
the household. We empirically assess this prediction using a household panel
dataset that includes measures of wives’ intrahousehold bargaining power
and exploit Japan’s major childcare expansion under the mid-2010s “Accel-
erated Plan to Eliminate Childcare Waiting Lists.” The results show that in-
creased childcare availability raises stated fertility intentions, with effects con-
centrated among mothers who hold greater decision-making power within
the household.
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