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Abstract

We examine the role of information frictions in high-stakes educational choices using a field

experiment with 2,714 high school students in a rural Chinese county. Facing limited educational

resources and a complex new curriculum, students were randomized to receive objective data

on admission probabilities, relative academic di!culty, or labor market returns. We find that

information regarding relative di!culty is the primary driver of preference updates, causing a

6.1 percentage point (79%) increase in track switching, primarily away from di!cult STEM

subjects. Information on labor market returns also induces switching, but toward high-wage

STEM tracks. In contrast, information on admission probabilities has no e”ect. Mechanism

analysis reveals that the intervention is most e”ective for ”marginal” students and low-ability

students, suggesting that low-cost information interventions can substitute for scarce counseling

resources in rural settings and help students optimize their comparative advantage.
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