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Abstract

Out-of-sample prediction may fail intuitively if one chooses study sites purpo-
sively due to research feasibility but the evidence on its consequences is scarce.
By analyzing the first large-scale detailed surveys in the remote Peruvian Amazon
context, this study tests for the research site selection bias specifically using stud-
ies that assess the impact of floods. I predict the average treatment effects (ATEs)
in the unresearched communities identified by a systematic review based on the
other research-available communities. The results are summarized as follows:
First, the impacts are heterogeneous and significantly adverse for households in
unresearched communities. Second, adjusting the covariate distribution of geo-
graphic variation improves the prediction of ATEs. Third, the predictions cause a
false-zero error, possibly leading to wrong policy implications. As a mechanism,
studying the selection of researched communities reveals that access from the
cities and NGOs presence are systematically different. In this context, the formers
lack of overlapping distribution reduces the preciseness of the prediction, while
the latter does not induce a significant bias. The results highlight the difficulty
of precise out-of-sample predictions given the research feasibility constraints in
remote areas.
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